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The Change and Development of Social System
Theory since Talcott Parsons has passed away.

Makoto AKASAKA

Abstract

28 years have passed since Talcott Parsons passed away. When he wrote the book, The Structure of Social
Action causing a great sensation in Theoretical Sociology, he started to write it with the sentence of death of the
theory of Herbert Spencer. Ironically Parsons is confronted with the same question that who now reads Persons.
It is difficult for young sociologists to understand the intellectual excitement cased by him.

In 1960's Parsons theory had lost its influence. Why? According to my personal opinion, firstly, its main
cause was not refuted by a lot of criticism but sociologists had lost the interest on general theory of sociology.
Secondly, microscopic sociology, for example phenomenological sociology, symbolic interactionism and eth-
nomethodology began to be popular as a reaction to the grand theory of Parsons.

Probably the cause of inactiveness of current sociological theory is the breakdown of macroscopic sociologi-
cal theory. How the macroscopic sociological theories have been changing after Talcott Parsons had left from the

stage? The purpose of this article is to follow the development and change the social system theory as a macro-

scopic theory of sociology.
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