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The Genesis of Concept of Society
—— Who did separate the Concept of Society form Nation? ——

Makoto AKASAKA

Abstract

Sociology is the study of society. Therefore we have to define the ternt society” first of al. If we
could not conceptualize this term, sociology would not be approved as adiscipline.

When and who has formulated the concept of society? This work is unexpectedly difficult because it
was conceptualized as & civil society” in which is distinguished from the nation. The term called citi-
zens dose not mean simply the people which live in the city. Firstly, it contains the meaning as the
subject of modern democratic politics. Secondary, it means the subject of free economic activity and
owner of the fortune which have been acquired by those activities. Finally, it means the subject which is
liberated from religious fantasies and acts logically based on the scientific knowledge. When did the
concept of civil society that is governed by above mentioned citizens?

This article ams to search the origin of the ternt civil society” in the stream of European social
thought, especialy in the early modern European enlightenment thought. Concretely speaking, | will
examine in what meaning the term society is used in statements that was insisted by the European

thinkers from ancient Greek to the early modern enlightenment.

Key words : civil society, social contract, the phylosophy of enlightenment
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