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A Study of the Legislation Required to Help Disabled Persons Become
Self-supporting from the Viewpoint of Basic Needs in Their Lives

Masayo KOTERA
Abstract

The legislation required to help disabled persons become self—supporting is under discussion in the
Diet now. The physically, intellectually or mentally disabled patients, their families, and persons
concerned with health and welfare issues keep their eye on how the discussion is going regarding the
legislation.

Until now the expenses necessary for the support have been paid on a sliding scale in proportion to
their financial status. However, the system is going to be changed to a new one in which patients and
their families have to pay for the support. They object to a new system. Also, the authorities concerned
are apprehensive that people will be confused when the local government such as prefecture, city, and
town offices takes over administration of the programs from the national government. In addition,
another problem is how to provide services for mentally disabled people who have been living in
institutions and should be moved out so that they can be rehabilitated.

This paper focuses on future issues on welfare policy for mentally disabled persons based on previous
studies and various opinions.

Key words : patient payment system, legislation required to help disabled persons become self—
supporting, institute for disabled person’s rehabilitation, personal choice, self

determination
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