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The emergence, development and functions of self-help group of people

with intellectual disabilities

Kouichi HODUMI

Abstract

Self-help grroup activities have contributed the peopl with intellectual disability to entitle and ado-

vocate themselves in japan. Historikcally and activities have been developed in 1990’s with influence

from Britain and the United State. In recent years the number of self-help group has been increased

and becom e active in political advocacy and organizing social action .

This article explains the history of self-help group movemet in Britain and The United States, and

also examines its development, functions and formation in japan. Finally we discuss important and

supporting process as social advocates.
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