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Analysis of media coverage related to bullying

- Actual conditions of the media coverage that can be seen from TV program listings on newspapers -
Sachiko FUITWARA
Abstruct

The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of TV reports on bullying and consider how
such reports on bullying should be, by analyzing the contents of bullying-related programs based on the TV
program listings on newspapers. To this end, the authors extracted and analyzed bullying-related programs
from the TV program listings on newspapers issued from 2014 to 2018. The number of extracted programs
was 906. The bullying-related programs were broadcasted all year round. Many of the programs that dealt
with bullying were broadcasted on Fridays/in summers. The most frequent time of the day when the
bullying-related programs were broadcasted was early morning/morning hours. The most common category
of the programs dealing with bullying was education and culture with 676 programs, followed by tabloid
shows with 93 programs and news with 66 programs. In such bullying-related programs, bullying was often
addressed together with suicide. Among all the bullying-related programs, the number of specialized
programs that dealt with bullying thoroughly down to preventive actions against the problems was 25. The
media coverage on bullying may have caused serious tertiary damage to the victims of bullying and their

families.
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