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A Study on the Start Curriculum in Elementary School Curriculum
“Life Environment Studies”

Yasuharu TORIT*, Yoshikatsu KURITA**

Abstract

The Guidelines for Elementary School's Course of Study “Life Environment” were revised
in 2017, and the start curriculum was organized at the beginning of elementary school in order
to smoothly connect early childhood education and elementary school education. The start
curriculum connects the “five aims and contents” of early childhood education with the contents
of each subject of elementary school education in order to develop the qualities and abilities
nurtured by early childhood education and to make learning after elementary school more
reliable. We examined how to organize and put it into practice through practical examples. As a
result, 1. First seven days of admission, children can work on school life with peace of mind by
implementing an extra curriculum, such a setting the time and setting of the place according
to the rhythm of life in early childhood before enrollment. In doing so, it is necessary to explain
to the whole at the staff meeting and to carry out common initiatives by all staff, rather than
only the first-year homeroom teacher simply understood. 2. In the extra curriculum, the course
time was shortened, and after two months, the transition to a normal curriculum was gradually
shifted, but the challenge is how to make the transition in line with the actual situation of the
children. 3. We introduce exchange activities with classmates and senior students, and made
consideration of being able to conduct cooperative activities and experiences, but it is necessary
to develop into various activities with the cooperation of local people and family members. 4. It is
necessary not only for teachers in charge of lower grades, but also for teachers in charge of each
grade to work together to enhance the overall education of the lower grades.
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