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A study on Kayoinoba and their potential needs in local communities
using geographic information

Akiko KUROMIYA

Abstract

This study focuses on Kayoinoba, social gathering spaces for local residents that have become
increasingly important in recent years, from the perspective of population aging and long-term
care prevention. The aim of the study is to examine the appropriate distribution of Kayoinoba
in Town Takebe, Kita-ku, Okayama City, Okayama Prefecture, an area that has become
increasingly depopulated, using a geographic information system (GIS). Geographic information
and population data about the area used in this study were obtained from MLIT (Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism). For detailed information about Kayoinoba, we
used the “Oakayama Kayoinoba Map,” which is publicly available through the official Okayama
City Council of Social Welfare website, as a reference. By overlaying and analyzing information
about those aged 65 or older in each district of Town Takebe with the locational information
about each Kayoinoba, we found that Kayoinoba are reasonably placed in the central, eastern,
and western parts of the city. Conversely, there are currently no Kayoinoba in some areas of the
southeastern part of the town or the whole of the northern part of the town, suggesting potential
needs for Kayoinoba.
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