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Awareness of Monkey Damage Management in Nada District, Minami-Awaji City, Japan
Motoki TOMOMITSU, Tatsuya FUJII, Mari MORINO

Abstract

In recent years, the distribution of Macaca fuscata (monkeys) has been expanding nationwide,
and conflicts with residents are expected. In this study, we conducted a questionnaire survey in
the Nada district (14 villages) of Minami-Awaji City, Hyogo Prefecture, to clarify the relationship
between damage and awareness of countermeasures and discussed effective supports for
countermeasures. As a result, it was showed that monkeys were observed in the entire
Nada district and that some villages are severely damaged by monkeys. Thirty-eight percent
of the affected residents had already taken countermeasures before the damage occurred,
but on the other hand, they did not expect their own countermeasures to be very effective.
Regardless of whether there was the damage or not, the reasons for not taking countermeasures
included “giving up,” “not finding effective countermeasures,” and “lack of funds.” To support
countermeasures, it will be important to show successful examples of monkey damage
countermeasures and improve the subsidy system to make it more user-friendly. In addition,
since the information on the appearance of monkeys was important decision-making tool to take
countermeasures, it will be necessary to map, share, and update the information.
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