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The present condition and issues of utilization of geographic information on
community assessment:

Focusing on social welfare field

Akiko KUROMIY A

Abstract

Goal: To discuss the present situation and issues of community assessment in the field of
social work based on previous studies, focusing on the current situation and issues regarding
the utilization of geographic information on community assessment. Method: A literature
study was conducted. The materials studied are academic papers on community assessment
referring to the usage of geographic information, or reports on community assessment published
by local governments or social welfare corporations. Results and Discussion: The results
confirmed that several previous studies pointed out the importance of utilizing geographic
information on community assessment in social work. However, few studies were actually
shown as cases. Moreover, in community assessment materials published by social welfare
councils, etc., geographic information including digitized information was found to be used due
to its good visibility. Conclusion: In the field of community health and community nursing
close to social work, we concluded that the present condition of the utilization of geographic
information including the usage of geographic information system (GIS) has been developing
recently. Several academic institutions for public health nurses have introduced it into their
education scheme. In the near future, more studies about community assessment methodology
will be needed in the social work field, including geographic information for the further overall

development of community assessment.

Key words : community assessment, geographic information, social work practice, literature
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