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Effective Use of English Picture Books in Elementary and Junior High School
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to suggest some effective methods of storytelling at school.
Students in the 3rd grade, 6th grade, and 8th grade of 3 schools participated in this practical
research. Eight English picture books were read aloud as morning studies (15min) in two
different ways; using an original picture book, and using a screen to show enlarged pages. A life
projector was used to show large images at first, then PowerPoint slides were adopted to ensure
the brightness and clarity of the images. The use of ICT equipment helped students look at
pages clearly from anywhere in a classroom. The results showed that junior high school students
preferred PowerPoint slides since they were able to look at words as well as pictures. Using
slides promoted the effectiveness of storytelling for them. The storyteller could move around
and use his/her hands freely to make various gestures. It allowed the students to have a better
understanding of the story from the storyteller's gestures and facial expressions. It was obvious
that storytelling is a very effective way to enjoy learning English, therefore, more chances for
storytelling should be given to students at school.
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