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The role of outsiders who expand the peripheries in communities of practice

Shiro TAKEOKA

Abstract

Communities of practice must continuously evolve in accordance with social changes. Such

evolution implies the acquisition of new knowledge and tools that were previously absent within

the community of practice. What, then, is the source of this change and learning? This research

has clarified this question. The findings revealed that when outsiders engage with communities

of practice, transitions in practice occur, leading to the reconstruction of learning curricula

necessary for acquiring new knowledge required in this process, and consequently resulting in

the transformation of the communities of practice.
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