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* Alaska Division of Energy
*U. S. Dept. of Energy: Sustainable Technology
Energy Partnership
¢ U.S. Dept. of Energy : Turbine Verification Program
* National Renewable Energy Laboratory
¢ Alaska Science and Technology Foundation
¢ U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
* National Rural Electric Cooperative Association :

Cooperative Research Network
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Abstract

In case of the creation of eco—villages, it should be taken into account that establishing consumer—owned
electric cooperatives for power supply for the villages on renewable base. There are electric cooperatives in the
Yakushima island, but it is exceptional in Japan. In the U.S., there are more than 900 electric cooperatives serving
37 million people and supplying 10% of total electricity sales in the US. Electric co—ops are forming decentralized
power supply system in the rural areas. It is compatible with nature of renewable energy, then electric co—ops are
actively promoting renewable energy, because the introduction of renewable energy contributes both
environmentally and economically for the consumers in the rural areas. Electric co—ops are playing a significant
role in the promotion of renewable energy in the US. The experiences of US electric co—ops are very suggestive
for the introduction of decentralized sustainable power supply system into eco—villages in Japan.

Key words : cooperative, renewable energy, sustainability, eco—village




