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Abstract

We have surveyed prominent authors’ categorizations of standardization activities in Information Technology
and Information Communication Technology, and re-ordered the activities into a new type of categorization. In the
1980s, new kinds of standardization efforts, such as consortia or fora movements in private sectors and internet
protocol standardization processes appeared, while before that, standardization took place through traditional
activities, through Standardization Development Organizations (SDO) such as ISO, IEC or ITU-T, and de facto
standards, which were companies’ internal standards that became dominant in the market. Authors on
standardization activities and business strategies increasing market power through standardization efforts
proposed various categorizations of these standardization efforts. This article re-orders them into three major
categories (SDO standardization, vendor-driven standardization, and user-driven standardization) from the point of
view of the standardization entity (those who standardize it) and the standardization process (how it is
standardized). Further, we have divided the

“

‘vendor-driven standardization” into two minor categories: de facto
standards and consortia standardization.
Keywords : technical standard, standardization, IT, ICT, de facto standard, Internet
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