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Positive mood and the use of general knowledge structures for adaptive system

Masayo NODA

Abstract

The aim of the paper is to provide a review of empirical studies involving Mood and General
Knowledge Hypothesis (Bless, 2000, 2001; Bless, Schwarz & Wieland, 1996), when discussing how

people in a specific mood use their general knowledge as indices for processing information. According

to the MAGK, it is provided that the negative affective states, which inform the organism that its current

situation is problematic, foster the use of effortful, detail-oriented and analytical processing strategies,

while the positive affective states inform a kind of signal for organism that the situation is not problematic

so much. Although the theoretical account is explained from the perspective of evolutional view, few

studies have provided that the account is supported from data collected from a neuropsychological point

of view, which contribute to explain the account evolutionally. To develop the theory, it will be necessary

to clarify the hypothetical account from the neuropsychological perspectives.
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