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A Study on Child Counselor Services :

Services offered around the time when Child Welfare Law was established

Reiko TANAKA

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to explain the services that were initially offered by child counselors. The

writer investigated child counselors working at the child welfare facility to make clear the following: (1)

the minimum standard of child welfare facilities (established on December 12, 1948), (2) a manual for

child welfare (compiled in 1951), (3) the base number of staff members, and (4) the training system for

counselors.

A child counselor was initially assigned to each facility according to the trend of child welfare and

casework in America and he/she may have been expected to work as a caseworker. However, the

Minimum Standard in Child Welfare Facilities in Japan did not prescribe the job clearly and the training

system was not well prepared. Considering these facts, it may be said that child counselor services

during the initial phase were to take care of children and give them proper guidance and to secure their

safety in daily life.
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