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John Dewey and Education of the “Establishment of the Individual”
Shigenori MERA

Abstract

This thesis comes in fourth in my research career developed in relation to the “establishment of the
individual.” This time, focusing on John Dewey, an American thinker, educator, and standard-bearer who
advocated progressive education, the reference is made to consideration on how he made his way to seek
education of the “establishment of the individual. ”

Summarized by the “natural experimentalism” and the “child-centered education,” Dewey's
thought excels in featuring the essence of education. Attracting too much attention, it was once denied
practically due to the transient cause of the social situation. I myself, however, consider it to build the
most important framework in education. In Japan as well, indeed it was worshiped during democratic
education early in the postwar era, but it was discarded later on during the period of high economic
growth when education was intended to produce the personnel efficiently to achieve the nation's goal,
before reviving by the introduction of “Integrated Study.”

While undergoing ups and downs from now on, it is opportune time to reconfirm that his thought on
education remains the centripetal force to sustain education of all time, for those who consider that it is

the “establishment of the individual” that it takes in pursuit of happiness of mankind.
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