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The Person with Disabilities Look of The TENRIKYO Founder of a Religion
NAKAYAMA MIKI

Kouichiro MATSUBARA

Abstract

Tenrikyo is a religious organization in Japan. It was founded by Nakayama Miki in 1838
and celebrates its 173rd anniversary this year. Tenrikyo has organized the Association of
Tenrikyo Social Welfare Institutions, joined by 133 institutions, and also provides a wide
variety of welfare activities. The ideas of welfare supporting these practices reflect the
teachings of Nakayama Miki. This paper focuses on Miki's views on people with disabilities
as a clue to seek for her ideas of welfare through her teachings.

Miki's eldest son, Shuji, lived with a disability. Miki worked many miracles on other
people, such as healing various illnesses, yet she never brought a miraculous healing to
her son. Instead, she lived close together with her son to the end. Miki never left out or

discriminated against disabled people. Miki's attitude towards those people became the

model for her followers to live up to in the relationship with them.
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