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The NPO Movement and the “Establishment of the Individual”

Shigenori MERA

Abstract

It has been almost 12 years since the Act to Promote Specified Nonprofit Activities ( so-
called the NPO, or Nonprofit Organization Act ) was enforced in December, 1998, fostering
40,510 corporations authenticated by the end of July, 2010. Indeed being no match for
the United States, an NPO giant, but the number has grown so steadily as for the first 12
years, which allows us to see the substance of the NPO movement in Japan as well. So far,
considering public service to be nothing but that provided by the administrative organs, the
nation was totally dependent on the authorities that directed the organization from above,
when they promoted Community Renovation. However, the momentum is at last gathering
that the citizens will take up the burden sharing through NPO activities in order to make
the community a better place to live in, acting on our own initiative.

In this thesis, surveying the movement of NPO corporations in Japan over the past decade,
I would like to consider, first and foremost, what role should be played by the bearer, namely
the paid staff and volunteers, secondly and especially, what quality is required for them in
hopes to make reference to my research theme, the “Establishment of the Individual.”
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