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A Study of the real situations and challenges relating to the Child guidance and Support

Services System in Takahashi City

Akiko NAKANO, Hirohito KATO, Reiko TANAKA, Yoshikatsu KURITA

Abstract

This Study is based upon the survey on the attitudes toward raising next generation with

focus on those parents who are raising preschool children and elementary school children —
in Takahashi City (2009), the activities of Takahashi City Child Raising Support Services
Center and the activities of Takahashi City Municipal Commission on Protection of Needy

Children. The purpose of this Study is to discuss the challenges concerning the child

guidance and support services system in Takahashi City. The main findings of this study

are as follows ;

(1

@)

(3)

(4)

Most of the interviewed parents and guardians with child raisin were seeking advices
from their spouses, other family members, friends and experts familiar to them as child
care workers, kindergarten teachers and public health nurses in the search for solutions
on their problems. It is very rare for the parents and guardians to directly seek help
from the professionals like child social workers.

It was noticed that daycare centers, kindergartens, public health centers, elementary
schools and junior high schools often connected the parents and guardians to the child
guidance office, and that it was essential the child social workers worked in collaboration
with other specialists familiar to the parents and guardians for finding Children in need
of help at early stages and providing proper support for them.

In Takahashi City, about 40 percent of the preschool children are not attending daycare
centers or kindergartens. Therefore, it is expected that child care workers at Takahashi
City Child Raisin Support Services Center will play the important roles in advising and
supporting the parents and guardians.

In Child guidance Office, several specialists from different special fields have collaborated
with one another to support. So, it is important that guaranteeing the human rights of
clients, preparing the standard assessment tools for common consensus and expanding
networks in order to property find and support children in need of special care at early
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