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One Consideration about English Education in Early Childhood

Shinichiro HIDE

Abstract

This paper is aim to consider about English education in early childhood. Japanese

education field is paying attention to English education now. Ministry of Education, Culture,

Sports, Science & Technology officially announced a policy of the requirement about

English education in Elementary school. This policy influenced not only to elementary

school education but also to early childhood education. It is getting popular to have English

activities in day-care centers and kindergartens, but the purpose of this content has various

values in each early childhood education field. Required various functions to early childhood

education fields make difficult the original purpose of early childhood education. English

education in this field is also one of the difficulties about what children need. It is the time to

think about what English education can do to Japanese early childhood education. Therefore,

this paper asks people what the original meaning of English education in early childhood

education.
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[Baby DVEs, videos may hinder, not help, infants’ language development ] University of
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Washington News. August 7, 2007 http://uwnews.washington.edu/ni/article.asp?articleID=35898
[40 percent of 3-month-old infants are regularly watching TV, DVDs or videos| University of
Washington News. May 7, 2007 http://uwnews.org/article.asp?articleID=32790






