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The Report of Organic Farming Movement, Slow Food Movement and the Company Delivering Organic Food in Italy

- From the Viewpoint of the Alternative Social Movements Against Food Globalization -
Rieko TSURU

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to report the research in Italy in 2006 and 2007. The research is a part of the
group study, the theme is sociological study of alternative social movements against food globalization.
The point of this research is to understand the facts of slow food movement, organic farming movement,
consumer movement, underdeveloped problems and decreasing of agriculture and rural society in Italy.

Although there are many limitations in this foreign research, we made effort to compare Italy and Japan
about alternative movements against globalization of food and agriculture. We visited the University of
Gastronomy Science, the center of Slow Food, the agricultural cooperative of organic food, the company
delivering organic food and so on. We have understood each activities, social organizations, and the
issues. We found the differences and similarities between Italy and Japan. For example, since 1960s,
many people from the villages have moved to the cities. Thus the rural societies and their agriculture
were damaged. The trend was a social background that arose endogenous development or grass-roots
movement to protect their life and to revitalize the rural society and their agriculture. Such phenomenon
is common in two countries.

In this report, I will summarize the results of the research. In another paper, I will talk about the logic
of alternative movements in the modern society.
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