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Income Differentials and Inequality of Education Opportunities in Contemporary China.

—Inequality of Education Opportunities Caused by Income Differentials—
Makoto AKASAKA

Abstract

Chinese economy has been developing rapidly, since she converted from a planned
economy into a market economy. However this developing of economy caused great income
differentials among Chinese people, especially between rural and urban residents. Income
differentials bring about inequality of education opportunities. Scholastic record has an
influence to each person’s occupation, income, status and reproduces the income differentials.
Among the leading countries this vicious spiral has been already constructed. In recent
years this vicious spiral has appeared also in China.

This excessive income differentials and inequalities of educational opportunities give bad
effect to the Chinese society in two aspects. Firstly, it deprives poor families' children of
their dream and hope in future. Secondly, it causes social unrest just like crimes and riots.
Chinese government should reduce the income differentials and inequalities of education for
social stability and further development as soon as possible.

The cause of income differentials is not only scholastic record. Age, sex, ability, birthplace,
ethnic group (personal factor), family, occupations and type of industry that each person
is engaged, connections with the executives (social factor) is also the important sources
of income differentials. However in this paper I will focus on the inequality of education
opportunities because this variable has strong ability to explain income differentials in
contemporary China.

There are four kinds of schools in China, namely private school (that wealthy families’
children attend), public school (that ordinary families’ children attend), xiwang school (that
was built by the donation of millionaires or enterprise in rural districts) and nongmingong
school (that was founded by businessman for migrant worker’s children). In 2010 and 2011
we went to Dalian city in China and made researches concerning these schools. We visited
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these kinds of elementary schools and had interviews with school mater, teachers, schoolboys

and their parents.

In this paper, firstly we will make clear the income differentials in contemporary China.

Secondary, we will describe the unfair state of these kinds of elementary schools, especially

between urban and rural districts. Thirdly we will show two kinds of policy of Chinese

government education department to reduce the educational inequality. Finally we will make

several proposals to dissolve this problem, referring Japanese standardization project of

academic attainment.

Key Words : China, income differentials, inequality of education opportunities, four kinds of

elementary schools, reduction of the inequality of educational opportunities.
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