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The factors which aged wives continue home care nursing of their husbands

Maki KIMURA, Tomiyo IZUMI

Abstract

This study clarifies the causative factors for elderly wives continuing to provide home

nursing care of their husbands over an extended period of time. The subjects comprised

four elderly wives who had been providing home nursing care to their husbands for three

years or more. Data collected from semi-structured interviews and nursing records, among

other sources, was analyzed qualitatively and inductively. Analysis generated the following

five categories related to extended home nursing care: 1) “caring for her husband is a wife's

duty,” 2) “respecting her husband's thoughts,” 3) “strength of the wife,” 4) “sympathy for

her husband,” and 5) “support for nursing care.” Research revealed that despite feeling

the burden of caring for their husbands, elderly wives continued to provide nursing care,

partially by adept support from family members and public services; they demonstrated

their own strength by willingly accepting the continued duty of caring for their husbands.
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