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A Neighbourhood Support System to Protect the Lives of Children and the Elderly
in Hilly and Mountainous Areas I

— Recognising Interactions that Deepen the Ties between Children and the Elderly —

Maki Kimura, Kazuko Sawada, Sayuri Okamoto, Masuko Kakeya,
Tomiko Tanaka, Kazuko Oka, Yoshiko Futoyu

Abstract

This study aims to obtain basic data to support the creation of an environment wherein older people could
participate in raising the children of a community. The study population comprised 473 elderly people who belong
to a social organization for older people. We conducted a survey using a self-administered questionnaire that
covered the respondents’ basic attributes, their interactions with family members and neighbors, and their current
interaction with the local children as well as what interactions with children they considered possible. The 394
people who answered all the questions with no missing values became the sample for analysis. The results showed
that 60% of the people, which accounted for 72.3% of the late-elderly, considered themselves healthy. In terms of
gender, 36.8% were male. With regard to family structure, 53.8% lived alone or as an elderly couple (not living
with younger generations). In terms of interaction with family members including interactions with spouse, those
living as a couple had more contact than those selecting “other,” with those saying that they lived alone having the
least family contact. As for interactions with neighbors, 57.4% said that they had such interactions on a daily basis,
but only 6.6% had interactions with children. In contrast, 51.8% of the respondents wished that they could have

interactions with children. It became clear that efforts to involve local elderly people, a human resource that could

IR ERR PR R EAL TSN

T716-8508  [i]| LI LT T8

Kibi International University

8, Iga—machi Takahashi, Okayama, Japan(716-8508)



86 HILHBRO g & FEbOED LE T AERMEOSERAER B - SilE o1 Lb & OFe iR 5 RIS % Bl -

be useful in raising children, would not only be a meaningful initiative for the elderly but also benefit the children

of the community as well.
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