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Abstract

This study surveyed 290 children attending after-school activities in districts A and B in City T and their parents,
to collect data to develop a foundation for a cooperative environment to nurture children in local communities. The
children’s questionnaires were designed to illicit responses from a child’s perspective on the following issues: (1)
basic attributes; (2) enjoyment of after-school activities; (3) their perceived relationships with their family members,
including their grandparents; and (4) their ideas about intergenerational exchanges. Questionnaires for their parents
included questions such as (1) what time the parent(s) arrived home from their day; (2) concerns about after-school
activities; and (3) ideas about children’s exchanges with the elderly.

The results from the children’s questionnaires indicate that 79.2% of the respondents are in either the first or
second grade and 42.1% have grandparents living in their households. Most of them (92%) answered that they like
their grandparents and believe that they have good relationships with them. Regardless of them having

grandparents living in their homes or not, 88.3% answered that they are happy to have interactions with the elderly.
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Moreover, 97.7% of them responded that they enjoy activities involving learning about cultural traditions from the

elderly. As a whole, the parents hoped that the after-school activities would provide their children with

opportunities for intergenerational exchanges, activities to learn about cultural traditions, and a safe environment

for children.

In conclusion, this survey confirms that children would likely enjoy intergenerational exchanges in after-school

activities and provides positive indications that family elders may be instrumental in creating a safe environment

for nurturing children in local communities.
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