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A Brief Overview of Scholarly Knowledge and Scholarship in the Ancient Greek World, Mesopotamia and Egypt:
Philosophy, Mathematics and Medicine

Atsuyuki Yamamoto

Abstract

In antiquity, there existed philosophy and mathematics only in the Greek culture. There were only
calculations in ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt, but there were no mathematics. Ancient Greek
mathematicians made light of mere calculation. They thought arithmetic and geometry to constitute
mathematics as indisputable truths, and thought that mathematics belongs to the ideal world. And to
establish mathematics was to establish the intimate connection between mathematics and philosophy.
As for medicine, there had prevailed the same kind of ‘temple medicine’ both in the Orient and the Greek

world, and thereafter was created a new kind of medicine.
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