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The Necessity of Redefinition and Institutional Reform of the Japanese University in the 21st century

Makoto Akasaka

Abstract

Since the university reform that was enforced 1991, the universities education systems of Japan has changed
significantly. Japanese university enrollment rate increased sharply in 1990's. As a result, the lower academic level
universities of Japan have not been able to carry out normal university education. In this paper, I will describe, firstly,
the increase of the university enrollment rate and then discuss critical situation of the elite education in Japanese
universities. Secondly 1 will discuss about the importance of liberal arts education that have been lost by the
university education reform of Japan because I think the liberal arts education is very important for students of the
lower academic level universities especially. I think that it is necessary to fundamentally change the current Japanese
university education system. Concretely speaking, firstly, the education evaluation agency of government ranks the
university into three grades. Then each grade universities should change fundamentally the curriculum and
educational content to attain their school mission. It’s a big mistake to make the same reform to the university of
various levels. Finally, to prove my claims, I will present a variety of real problems which low academic level

universities are facing.
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