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On the Actual Conditions of Enrollment and Learning Activity

in University Correspondence Education
Itsuko Fujii, Gengo Koike

Abstract

Correspondence education has the longest history among many devices for distance education. Since president
William R. Harper initiated it in Chicago University (1892), university correspondence education has contributed
toward extending university education beyond campus.

Independent learning (self-study) is a characteristic of correspondence education. Students are used to self-direct
their own learning autonomously. This fact implies that university teachers are out of learning sphere of student.
Therefore teachers are not able to understand how students learn, or what kind of trouble they confront. It has caused
high rate of dropout in correspondence education.

So this article aimed at revealing actual conditions of leaming activity in Correspondence Education of Kibi
International University. The results of the study are as follows.

1. The students are heterogeneous. Among them, there are differences of the attributes, namely in age, academic
background and career.

2. The purpose of entering university is to obtain licenses or certificate ; for primary school teacher(43.6%),
kindergarten teacher(41.8%), or nursery(40.0%).

3. Not a few of the students study lessons irregularly. The hours they allot for homework are much various from
one hour to 10 hours a week.

4. They acknowledge the demerits of independent-study, comparing with face-to-face education, that is,
self-satisfaction, lack of enlightenment , encouragement and fellowship, etc.

5. It is surprising that almost all students are in difficulties in learning, besides many can’t work out a solution.  This

is the reason why learning support should be given in correspondence education.
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