 fi FEI SR
ARSI E
165, 1-12, 2006

VS G VN

NL— bt X7 LHREE (O)

R BT A ST AT LDl —

VS TECUN

Pareto’s Social System Theory Reconsidered (1)

— The equilibrium of Social System in History —

Makoto AKASAKA

Abstract

A purpose of this article is to draw exactly a summary of the social system theory of Vilfredo Pareto to be the Italian sociologist

who first introduced a method called a system analysis to sociology. It is Lawrence Joseph Henderson that introduced the social

system theory of Pareto to the American sociology. He read Pareto’s Mind and Society and was fascinated by this book, and

propagates Pareto’s sociological theory mainly to the teachers and graduate students of Harvard University. In these teachers

and graduate students, especially Talcott Parsons and George Casper Homans was influenced by Pareto’s sociological theory and

made a unique social system theory develop.

However, almost all books and papers to trace the tradition of a social system theory have not considered the idea of “social

system”of Pareto in detail that is one of source of the system analysis in sociology. In this article, I will return to a starting point

of Pareto’s system theory and give it detail consideration over again. It may present clearly a significance of Pareto’s theory in the

history of the social system theory.

Key words : Pareto, social system, equilibrium analysis, circulation of elite
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